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ABSTRACT

This paper studies common grammatical errors in paragraph writing
committed by non- English major students at Hoa Binh teachers’ training college and
the causes of these errors. To achieve the desired aims of current study, the author
combined both qualitative and quantitative methods, including the instrument namely
students’ writing analysis. The participants in the research were fifty non - English
major students of two K26A and K26B primary education classes of primary
Department at Hoa Binh teachers’ training college.

Research results show that non- English major students often commit errors in
verb tenses and forms, subject — verb agreement, prepositions, and plurality.
Furthermore, the main causes of these errors are mother tongue interference,
overgeneralization, ignorance of rule restrictions, incomplete application of rules and
false concepts hypothesized; in which interference of native language and
overgeneralization are the most common ones. In order to overcome these errors, it
is suggested that teachers should help students practice writing and correct their

writings effectively by suitable and flexible techniques.

S6 héa boi Trung thm Hoc liéu va Cong nghé théng tin — PHTN http://Irc.tnu.edu.vn



TABLE OF CONTENTS

DECLARATION ..ottt sttt na et be e e aenreanes [
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ..ottt st i
N =S I Y O SRS 1
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ottt iv
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ..ottt s viii
LIST OF TABLES AND FIGURES..........ccooiieieieicise e iX
PART A: INTRODUCTION......cciiiiiitiiiiieie sttt 1
1. Rationale Of the StUAY........coiiiiiiie e 1
2. AIMS OF the STUAY ..o 2
3. RESEAICH QUESTIONS ......vivieciieiiie sttt snee e 2
4, SCOPE OF The STUAY ...ee e e e e ree s 2
5. Design Of the rESEAICN ..........oiiiiii e 2
PART B: DEVELOPMENT ..ottt 4
CHAPTER I: LITERATURE REVIEW ......ccovoiiieiee e 4
1.1. AN OVEIVIEW OF QramIMAr .......ocuiiuiiiiiiiriieie sttt 4
1.1.1. Definitions Of grammar..........cccooeeiieiiie e 4
1.1.2. Roles of grammar in foreign language teaching ...........ccoccoveviiiiiiiiicicnnn 4
1.2. AN OVEIVIEW OF WIEING ...vveeieieece e 5
1.3. An overview of Paragraph.........coccoeiiiieiiiiiie e s 6
1.3.1. Definitions of paragraph ..........cccoeeiir e 6
1.3.2. Structure of @ Paragraph .........ccocveeierieieie e s 6
1.4. An overview of errors in foreign language teaching..........ccccceeevevveevieesieesnnne, 7
1.4.1. DefiNItiONS OF ITOIS ..c.viiiii e 7
1.4.2. EIrOrs VErsUS MISTAKES.......ciuiiiiiieiieiiesieesieesieesteeieete e see e ae e snae e sreeens 8
1.4.3. SOUICES OF BITOIS ...cviiiieitie sttt sr e nnes 9
1.5, EXTON @ANATYSES ©oveiiieiiitieie ettt bbbt 12
1.5.1. DefinitionS OF EA .....oo ittt 12
1.5.2. SIignificanCe Of EA ..o 13

S6 héa boi Trung thm Hoc liéu va Cong nghé théng tin — PHTN http://Irc.tnu.edu.vn



1.5.3. The procedure Of error analysis .........cccocvviueiiieiiiesie e 14

1.5.4. Types of grammar errors in ESL WItING. ......ccccooevvieiiieiieiie e 16
1.6. PreVIOUS STUAIES. .....vviiiiiiiieiieeiiieie ettt sttt 22
1.7, SUMMIATY <ottt ettt sttt ettt et essbe e e st e e sbaeenbeeenneeabee s 23
CHAPTER I1: METHODOLOGY ...cttiiiiiiiieiie e 24
N I o U T o U £SO RPSSPSR 24
2.2. Methods OF the STUY ......c.cciieiieice e 24
2.3. Data COllection INSIIUMENT ........coviiiiiieie e 24
2.4. Data COlleCtion ProCEAUIE .......ccciiiiieiieie et 25
2.5. DAta ANAIYSIS ...vveiviiiiieiie et 25
2.5.1. Collection Of SAMPIE .......oeieeeceece e e 26
2.5.2. 1dentification Of EITOIS........coiiiiiii s 26
2.5.3. ClasSifICatioN OF BITOIS ...ovveiiieiieiieicce e 26
2.5.4. EXPlanation Of EITOIS......civiiiiiiieiieii e 27
2.5.5. EValUALION OF BITOIS....ccuviiiieiieciiecii e 28
2.6, SUMMIAIY ..ottt e et e e e ssb e e anbe e e e bae e e snbe e e snbeeeannbeeennes 28
CHAPTER 111: DATA ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS ......cccooviiiiiiiieeiee e 29
3L FINAINGS ..ttt bbb bbb 29
T B T 1ol 1] o] o OO P PPURPRRRS 31
3.2.1. The grammatical errors in students’ writing samples ...........ccooevvvviiienineennne. 32

3.2.2. The common grammatical errors committed by non - English major
students at Hoa Binh teacher’s training college in paragraph writing. ..................... 39

3.2.3. The causes of errors made by non - English major students at Hoa Binh

teacher’s training college in paragraph Writing...........cccoovvveiiiiiiiiiiiniic e 39
3.3 SUMMATY ..ttt b bt b e bbb 43
PART C: CONCLUSION. ...ttt 44
1. SumMmary of the STUAY ......coveeieee e 44
2. Limitations of the study and suggestions for further study...........cccccoovrviiinnnnnn 45
3. RECOMMENAALIONS ...ttt 46
REFERENCES .......c.o oottt ettt 47
APPENDIX ...ttt bbb b 51

S6 héa boi Trung thm Hoc liéu va Cong nghé théng tin — PHTN http://Irc.tnu.edu.vn



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

ESL : English as a Second Language
EFL : English as a Foreign Language
EA : Error Analysis

L1 : The First Language

L2 : The Second Language

S6 héa boi Trung thm Hoc liéu va Cong nghé théng tin — PHTN http://Irc.tnu.edu.vn



LIST OF TABLES AND FIGURES

Table 1.1. The distinction between error and mistake ...........ccoeevieiiiiinieniesie s, 9
Table 1.2. Description of rror CategOries.........ccveiveieerie e 16
Table 2.1. Error marking SYMDOIS ........cccoiiiiiiiiii s 26
Table 2. 2. Error clasSifiCation ...........cccoviiiiiiiiiiiie e 27

Table 3.1. Number and percentage of grammatical errors in paragraph writing.......29

Table 3.2. Frequency of each grammatical error type in descending order.............. 30
Figure 3.1. Percentage of grammatical errors in paragraph Writing .............cccccuv..... 29
Figure 3.2. Frequency of each grammatical error type in descending order ............ 31

S6 héa boi Trung thm Hoc liéu va Cong nghé théng tin — PHTN http://Irc.tnu.edu.vn



PART A: INTRODUCTION

1. Rationale of the study

Nowadays, English is the most popular foreign language taught in Vietnam. It
helps Vietnam closer to other countries in the world and is the key to access the latest
achievements in science and technology. Therefore, learning English is essential for
Vietnamese to satisfy their needs in modern society. Furthermore, in the process of
learning foreign language, the learners’ primary goal is to improve their
communicative competence. In order to obtain this, it is compulsory for them to be
good at four skills in English: reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Among these,
writing is considered a very important proficiency which helps people to
communicate with each other through messages. Hornby (2003, as cited in Murtadha,
2010) explains that writing is a process of expressing ideas down on paper and is a
means to transform thoughts into words to communicate information clearly. Besides,
writing makes a great contribution to enhance other skills in language, improve
learners’ logical way of thinking as well. It is undeniable that writing plays the utmost
important role in learning English.

To evaluate learners’ writing proficiency, teachers often examine their written
papers. This is one of the most effective ways mentioned in a number of studies. For
instance, Muammar Rifqi (2016) implemented a study on the analysis of grammatical
errors in the writing samples at English Education Department of Islamic Education;
Abeywickrama (2010) conducted the investigation on errors in English writing of
Sinlaha speaking undergraduates. In Vietnam, it has also been taken a lot of notice of
analysis of students’ writing. For instance, Le Thuy Trang (2014) conducted a study
on the errors analysis of Pre-Intermediate EFL Students’ Writings at Leecam
Language; Hoang Thi Hong Hai (2003) studied grammatical and textual errors in
paragraphs by second year students at English Department - College of Foreign
languages - Vietnam National University. Besides, many other researches on this
field have been carried out. These studies have been implemented on different

learning contexts as well as different learners.
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